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Culture Close-Up

Directness

e Deaf people tend to value clear communication and say what they mean. If the word
‘fat’ is what is meant, then the word ‘fat’ is used...it is simply a descriptor. You generally
can never be too blunt for a Deaf person and they do not see being blunt as being rude.
Hearing people who are used to the delicacy of social interaction are often shocked by
the directness displayed by Deaf persons, as they tend to use other, nicer words such as
‘overweight’, ‘chubby’, ‘plump’, or ‘chunky’.

e From Deaf people’s perspectives, hearing people seem to say things in oblique and
roundabout ways. Deaf people may appear blunt or abrupt. Just a cultural difference.
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